
2018 Unconventional “Haggadah” 
Lily Dodge 

 
I put this together for a gathering of friends to celebrate Passover in my home, then decided to 
share it more widely. I am not a religious scholar or expert on anything, and this only reflects one 
person’s interpretation of the Seder. 
 
I don’t own the copyright to any of the readings included. All sources are attributed & I’ve noted 
where I adapted them. I’m just the curator and this is only intended for private use.  
 
About the readings: 
I come from a Jewish background and have since converted to Christianity, so most of the readings 
and content come from those contexts. Even in the case of readings without spiritual sources, I 
chose ones that are personally meaningful to me, a white American woman, so there is definitely a 
bias that I acknowledge. If you want an editable version so you can swap out your own readings, 
email me at  lilyldodge@gmail.com .  
 
A note on adaptations: 
Many of the readings in this Haggadah have been adapted from their original sources to be more 
inclusive & sensitive to people who are dealing with spiritual trauma or would otherwise not 
appreciate being asked to participate in explicitly religious readings. If you are bothered or o�ended 
by universalist re-interpretations of existing prayers or Psalms, this may not be right for you to use. 
 
Required materials: 

● Printouts of this Haggadah 
● Dissolving paper (for cleansing ritual) 
● Glass bowl (for cleansing ritual) 
● Printed connection cards & a way to display them (tape or string with clothespins) 
● Candles and matches or lighter 
● “Afikomen” games 

 
Invitees should be asked to bring a “symbol of freedom” to the Seder. 
 
Chag sameach! 
 
Lily Dodge 
www.lilydodge.com 
 
 
 
 
 



Parts of the Seder 
1. Lighting & blessing of the candles 

○ Reading:  What To Remember When Waking 
○ Traditional Hebrew blessing 
○ Sharing circle: candle lighting & intention setting 

 
2. Ritual hand-washing 

○ Reading:  Wild Geese 
○ Ritual cleansing 
○ Reading:  Psalm 103 

 
3. Karpas: honoring grief & loss, especially that of women 

○ Reading:  You Must Not Forget 
○ Readings: 80 Mothers 
○ Sharing circle: 80 mothers 
○ Traditional Hebrew blessing & eating of the karpas 

 
4. Breaking of the middle matzah: living into the future & recognizing brokenness 

○ Readings: Bringing Light 
○ Reading:  Fraction Anthem 
○ Breaking of the matzah 

 
5. Big questions 

○ Interlude activity: Connection Cards 
 

6. Ten plagues 
○ Call & response: We Stand As Healers 

 
7. Singing Dayenu 

○ Sharing circle & song:  Dayenu 
 

8. Explanation of Passover symbols 
○ Readings: The Passover symbols 
○ Sharing circle: Symbols of freedom 

 
9. Next year, in Jerusalem 

○ Reading:  Good Bones 
○ Reading:  �is Year 

 
10. Blessing before the meal 

○ Readings: Blessings before the meal 
○ Blessing each other:  Go Forth In Peace 

  
11. Hillel sandwich 

 
12. Meal 

 
13. Afikomen 

○ Games  
 
 
 



Lighting & blessing of the candles 
�e seder opens with a candle lighting & blessing. �is sanctifies the space and time we will spend together. 
Spiritually, this is an act of intention setting, a concept found in nearly all spiritual practices and perhaps most 
clearly articulated in chaos magick.  
 
[Reader] 
What to Remember When Waking 
David Whyte 
 
In that first hardly noticed moment in which you wake, 
coming back to this life from the other 
more secret, moveable and frighteningly honest world 
where everything began, 
there is a small opening into the new day 
which closes the moment you begin your plans. 
 
What you can plan is too small for you to live. 
What you can live wholeheartedly will make plans enough 
for the vitality hidden in your sleep. 
 
To be human is to become visible 
while carrying what is hidden as a gift to others. 
To remember the other world in this world 
is to live in your true inheritance. 
 
You are not a troubled guest on this earth, 
you are not an accident amidst other accidents 
you were invited from another and greater night 
than the one from which you have just emerged. 
 
Now, looking through the slanting light of the morning window 
toward the mountain presence of everything that can be 
what urgency calls you to your one love? 
What shape waits in the seed of you 
to grow and spread its branches 
against a future sky? 
 
Is it waiting in the fertile sea? 
In the trees beyond the house? 
In the life you can imagine for yourself? 
In the open and lovely white page on the writing desk? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Traditional Hebrew blessing: 
 
[All]  Blessed are You, Lord our God, Creator of the Universe, who has sanctified us with Thy commandments 
and commanded us to kindle the Holiday lights. 
 
[Leader]  Baruch Atah Ado-nai, Elo-heinu Melech Ha-olam, Asher Kid’shanu B’mitzvotav V’tzivanu L’hadlik 
Ner Shel Yom Tov. 
 
Sharing circle: candle lighting 
 
Each person gets a candle to light. While candles are lit, each person says one word to set an intention: what 
they want to get out of this time spent with friends & food. 
 
Ritual hand-washing 
After sanctifying the space and time for our seder, we cleanse ourselves before entering into the presence of the 
Divine, just as Moses removed his sandals before approaching the Burning Bush. Purification & cleansing are ideas 
found across traditions as well. Christian tradition teaches that God’s love is cleansing, through water (baptism), 
blood (the Cross), and grace (the Spirit).  
 
[Reader] 
Wild Geese 
Mary Oliver 
 
You do not have to be good. 
You do not have to walk on your knees 
For a hundred miles through the desert, repenting. 
You only have to let the soft animal of your body 
love what it loves. 
Tell me about your despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. 
Meanwhile the world goes on. 
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain 
are moving across the landscapes, 
over the prairies and the deep trees, 
the mountains and the rivers. 
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, 
are heading home again. 
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 
the world o�ers itself to your imagination, 
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting -- 
over and over announcing your place 
in the family of things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ritual “washing” 
Each person writes on a slip of paper something they want to be ‘cleansed’ of. 
While the Psalm is being read, everyone ‘washes’ themselves by placing their paper into the bowl of water. 
 
[Reader] 
Psalm 103 
Adapted by Lily 
 
Let all that I am praise the Lord; 
    may I never forget the good things God does for me. 
Adonai forgives all my mistakes 
    and heals all my diseases. 
 
Cosmic love redeems me from death 
    crowns me with belonging, and lavishes tender mercies. 
The Creator fills my life with good things. 
    My energy and joy are renewed by God’s love! 
 
The Lord gives righteousness 
    and justice to all who are oppressed. 
 
God revealed Godself character to Moses 
    and great deeds to the people of Israel. 
The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 
    slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 
 
When we stumble, God will not shame  us, 
    nor remain angry forever. 
Universal light does not punish us for all our sins; 
    It does not deal harshly with us, but is healing & forgiving. 
 
For God’s unfailing love toward us, covered in grace, 
    is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. 
Eternal love has removed our sins as far from us 
    as the east is from the west. 
 
The Lord is like a parent to his children, 
    tender and compassionate to us under love’s wings. 
The love of the God remains forever with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Karpas: honoring grief & loss, especially that of women 
We remember the tears of the Hebrew people during their time in bondage and slavery, as well as the grief of all 
oppressed and enslaved peoples, throughout history through to today. We also include the parsley, a green sprig 
representing the rebirth of spring. 
 
[Reader] 
You Must Not Forget 
Lily Dodge (insp. @pigmenting) 
 
you must not forget how many times you’ve picked yourself up, 
how many times you’ve wrapped yourself up in fresh clothes and put yourself to bed. 
how many times you’ve chosen true over simple, brave over easy.  
how many times you’ve treated yourself with kindness and patience. 
 
do not forget the times you tended to your own wounds 
and made peace with your own anger. 
 
if you were taking care of a being and a body that was not your own, 
you would be a hero carrying the rescued through the ashes, 
a mother protecting her child with everything she has and some of what she doesn’t, 
a healer giving new breath, a guardian snarling against enemies great and terrifying. 
 
[All] 
let us lift up our own light 
let us honor our own work 
let us whisper in love to our own souls: 
thank you. you’re welcome. 
 
Readings: 80 Mothers 
 
[Leader]  We remember the oppressed people who came before us, who fought their way out of the desert to 
carry us into “promised lands.” We remember especially the women, who carried us out of Egypt, who grew 
and prepared our green vegetables, who shed tears for their people.   
 
[Reader]   Tumblr user @anthrocentric:  Let’s say your matrilineal line is fairly consistent and everyone has 
their daughter at 25. So four women in your matrilineal line are born every hundred years. In a thousand 
years, that’s only 40 women. So in 2000 years, 80 women. So basically, 0 AD started roughly about 80 
mothers ago.  
 
Sharing circle: 80 Mothers 
 
Seder participants are invited to share a short reflection or anecdote about a woman in their history.  
 
 
 
 
 



Traditional Hebrew blessing 
While the blessing is being recited, dip the parsley into the salt water & eat it. 
 
[All]  Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the earth. 
[Leader]  Baruch Atah Adonai Elo-heinu Melech Haolam Boreh Pree Ha’adamah. 
 
Breaking of the middle matzah 
�ere are di�ering interpretations of this tradition. We will lean on two: ‘not all that will be is seen now’ and 
‘recognizing the brokenness of the world’. 
 
We break the middle matzah so that we can hide part of it for the Afikomen hunt at the end of the seder. �is 
represents the recognition of the future; that we cannot simply accept that our present reality encompasses all that 
will be and can be. 
 
�e breaking of the matzah also symbolizes the brokenness of the world that God seeks to heal through the Passover 
and all that it empowers & represents. It was the breaking of the middle matzah that Jesus performed at the last 
supper to represent his body being broken to rescue and redeem the world.  
 
[All]  Liberation is a praxis: the action and reflection of men and women upon their world in order to 
transform it.  Paulo Freire  
 
[Reader]  The future is dark. Not dark, like, bad. Just dark. You can't see it. And maybe living is just bringing 
light to what you need in a day. Just seeing the day.  Brit Marling  
 
[Reader] 
Fraction anthem 
The Rev. Donald Reeves, adapted by Lily 
 
We break this bread for those who live in love and seek the truth, 
For those who worship in ways we share, 
For those who follow paths we have not yet trod, 
And for those who question and struggle. 
We pray that one day we may become one. 
 
We break this bread for the great green earth, 
For the forests, fields and seas, 
for the delicate lives which fight to survive. 
We pray that one day, God’s Creation will be restored. 
 
We break this bread for those who have no bread, 
For the hungry, the homeless, 
And all who flee from violence or unbelonging. 
We pray that one day this world may be a home to all. 
 
We break this bread for the broken parts of ourselves, 
For our broken relationships and for the wounded child in each one of us. 
We pray that one day we may find wholeness. 



Big questions 
 
Each person should fill out their little card with a “big question” or something they’d like to be able to talk 
more about. Then, pin them up on the line. Folks should take a few minutes to read them, then connect with 
people they think would be fun to talk to about the questions or topics they raised. 
 
Ten plagues 
Full disclosure: this part of the seder makes me very uncomfortable. It feels like celebrating the su�ering God 
condemned the Egyptian people to. Yes, they were a slaveowning people - but vengeance and violence against 
oppressors is not the solution to the problem of injustice. 
 
So I am completely re-working this section to be a recognition of ten “plagues” in our world and our commitment to 
standing against them as healers. �e drops that we spill from our own glasses symbolize grief for the victims of 
these plagues & our own commitment to make sacrifices in our e�orts to fight them. 
 
As the leader reads each plague, the group responds “we stand as healers” and dips their fingers into their drinks to 
spill drops onto their plates or napkins. 
 
Leader:  Violence and injustice against women (blood)  
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Homophobia, transphobia, and all that dehumanizes the LGBTQIA community (frogs) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Trauma, mental illness, and all that keeps us up at night (vermin in the houses) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Gun violence, war, and police brutality (beasts) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Agricultural malpractice, factory farming, & animal abuse  (cattle disease) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
  
Leader:  Illnesses of poverty: lack of access to healthcare, poisoned water & food deserts (boils) 
All: We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Climate change (hail) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Political and spiritual divisions, falsehoods, and hatred (swarms of locusts) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  Racism and white supremacy (darkness) 
All:  We stand as healers. 
 
Leader:  All su�ering of the innocent (slaying of the first born) 
All:  We stand as healers. 



Dayenu 
Dayenu means “it would have been enough” and is a celebration of the abundance of God’s love. It comes with a fun 
song that translates to “If God had brought us out of Egypt, it would have been enough.” 
 
Sharing circle & song 
 
Each person states something in their life that brings them abundant, overflowing joy and gratitude. 
After each share, the group sings: 
 
Ilu ho-tsi, ho-tsi-a-nu, 
Ho-tsi-anu mi-Mitz-ra-yim 
Ho-tsi-anu mi-Mitz-ra-yim 
Da-ye-nu 
 
Da-da-ye-nu, 
Da-da-ye-nu, 
Da-da-ye-nu, 
Da-ye-nu Da-ye-nu! 
 
Explanation of Passover symbols 
 
Brief overview of the Passover symbols: 

● Roasted meat:   the sacrifice of the paschal lamb whose blood saved the people of Israel when they fled Egypt. 
Echoed strongly in the Easter/Crucifixion narrative.  

○ [Reader]  The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the 
blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt.  Exodus 12:13  

 
● Egg:   springtime and new life.  

○   [Reader]  What is being transfigured this season is you, and it is di�cult and slow to become 
new. Be patient.  John O’Donohue 

 
● Maror (“bitter herb”) :  �e bitterness of slavery and oppression.  

○   [Reader]  For to be free is not merely to cast o� one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects 
and enhances the freedom of others.  Nelson Mandela  

 
● Charoses :  Symbolizes the mortar the Hebrew slaves used to make bricks. 

○ [Reader]  There is no unskilled labor; only unvalued skills.  Unattributed   1

 
● Karpas:  New life in the springtime, and the luxury and lavishness of the Passover meal. 

○ [Reader]  You can cut all the flowers, but you cannot keep spring from coming.  Pablo Neruda 
 

● Salt water:   �e tears and sweat of enslavement 
○ [Reader]  We must learn to regard people less in the light of what they do or omit to do, and 

more in the light of what they su�er.  Dietrich Bonhoe�er 

1 The irony of not being able to attribute a quote about devaluing labor is not lost. 



 
● Matzah:   When the Jewish people were leaving Egypt, they were so anxious to be free that they didn’t have 

time for their bread to rise and just baked it on the way.  
○ [Reader]  Love doesn't just sit there, like a stone, it has to be made, like bread; remade all the 

time, made new.  Ursula K. Le Guin 
 

● Orange:   Women in the Jewish tradition (and all cultures) whose voices and labor have gone unappreciated. 
○ [Reader]  Indeed, I would venture to guess that Anonymous, who wrote so many poems without 

signing them, was often a woman.  Virginia Woolf 
 
Sharing circle: symbols of freedom 
 
Everyone shares the “symbol of freedom” that they brought and briefly explains its meaning. 
 
Next year, in Jerusalem 
It is traditional during the Seder to promise that next year, you will be celebrating in Jerusalem. �is is a symbolic 
promise to yourself and others that you will continue to participate in “tikkun olam,” the repairing of the world - 
that next year, when you celebrate Passover, you will be that much closer to the “promised land.” 
 
[Reader] 
Good Bones 
Maggie Smith 
 
Life is short, though I keep this from my children. 
Life is short, and I’ve shortened mine 
in a thousand delicious, ill-advised ways, 
a thousand deliciously ill-advised ways 
I’ll keep from my children. The world is at least 
fifty percent terrible, and that’s a conservative 
estimate, though I keep this from my children. 
For every bird there is a stone thrown at a bird. 
For every loved child, a child broken, bagged, 
sunk in a lake. Life is short and the world 
is at least half terrible, and for every kind 
stranger, there is one who would break you, 
though I keep this from my children. I am trying 
to sell them the world. Any decent realtor, 
walking you through a real shithole, chirps on 
about good bones: This place could be beautiful, 
right? You could make this place beautiful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



[All - sung, if the group knows the song] 
This Year 
The Mountain Goats 
 
There will be feasting and dancing 
In Jerusalem next year 
I am going to make it through this year 
If it kills me 
I am going to make it through this year 
If it kills me! 
 
Blessing before the meal 
 
Blessing the meal 
[Reader]  If more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world.  J.R.R. 
Tolkien 
 
[All]  In this plate of food, I see the entire universe supporting my existence.  Thich Nhat Hanh 
 
Blessing each other 
Nearly all spiritual traditions empower individuals to speak blessings. We are not reliant on Divinity or perfection 
to bless ourselves and our community. We join hands and - literally, not metaphorically - bless each other. We bless 
and are blessed, each of us fully capable of receiving and sharing grace, joy, and love.  
 
Holding hands, we bless each other together: 
 
[All] 
Go Forth In Peace 
Adapted by Lily from The Book of Common Prayer & John O’Donohue 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; 
help the a�icted; 
honour everyone; 
love truth and serve goodness, 
rejoicing in the power of your own holiness; 
and the blessing of the cosmos which enfolds you. 
May all that is unforgiven in you be released. 
May your fears yield their deepest tranquillities. 
May all that is unlived in you blossom into a future graced with love. 
Amen. 
 
 



Hillel Sandwich 
People have tried to sort of retcon symbolism for this, but it’s just fun and tasty and a traditional way to start the 
seder meal. �e bitter herb is balanced by the sweet charoses. �is quote from Rabbi Hillel, I think, sums up the 
message of Passover - honor and fight for the blessings in your life, and remember and fight for those without. 
 
[All] 
Quotation 
Rabbi Hillel 
 
If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  
If I am not for others, what am I?  
And if not now, when?  
 
Meal 
 
Afikomen 
Traditionally, the children are sent o� to search for the afikomen. In the absence of a gaggle of children, we will shift 
into other games besides seek-and-find: games of the board and video variety.  
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